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Potter Creek is a headwater tributary
of the Breakneck Creek and the
Cuyahoga River




A Natural Stream

A stream in a natural condition has pools and
riffles that provide aeration and supports
organisms such as bacteria and small
invertebrates that are able to digest organic
and nutrient material in the stream. Tall
riparian (streamside) vegetation shade the
stream and prevent overheating of the water
which inhibit the growth of healthy
organisms. Trees, brush, and grasses in the
riparian zones filter out sediment and slow
the movement of water to the stream.

What is being planned to be done?

This project will use a combination of riparian
best management practices and in-stream habitat
techniques. New riparian vegetation will
stabilize the stream banks, reduce nutrient runoff
and sedimentation, and provide shading, and
wildlife habitat areas. These riparian buffers will
be placed in conservation easements to assure
sustained protection. In-stream habitat
techniques will include gravel riffles, deflectors,
and eddy rocks. These additions will promote
natural riffle-pool development, increase
oxygenation, and improve the overall stream
habitat.

What are the expected benefits?

Over a period of time
sediment will be
washed out from

around the stones and

pebbles in the
streambed. As the
stones become clear
there is more room
for organisms to
reside on.

Protection and
restoration of the
riparian areas will
also include wetlands
next to Potter Creek.
Flood water can back
up into the wetlands
and then be gradually
released as the
stream flow returns
to normal. Sediment
and nutrients are
trapped and
processed and used
by the wetland
plants.

Exposed stones can
shelter organisms and
enhance the biological
treatment of nutrients in
the stream. The
exposed rocks can
increase water
turbulence and increase
the oxygen content of
the water. This will
further enhance the
biological uptake of
nutrients in the stream.



