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Cover Crops for the Home Garden: Thursday, March 10, 2016  (registration 

from 11:00 to 11:15 AM) 

Location:  Southeast High School Cafeteria, 8423 Tallmadge Rd, Ravenna 44266  

Park in lot on west side of high school which is at intersection of John Thomas Rd 

and Tallmadge Rd (Rt. 18). Use door 6 on the west side of Southeast High School. 

Parking and entrance will be marked with F.F.A. (Future Farmers of America) 

signs. In case of inclement weather, please check local news for  Southeast School 

closings.  The workshop will be re-scheduled if schools are closed on March 10th. 

Session I: Cover Crop Basics 11:15AM to 12:45PM 

Session I workshop will provide an overview of the Southeast FFA Cover Crop 

Research Project and an introduction to soil health benefits provided by cover 

crops.  

Session II: Cover Crop Advanced: 1:00 to 2:30 PM 

Session II  workshop will include information about how to utilize cover crops 

throughout the growing season .       

Presenters: Steve Culman, OARDC & Ann Brandt, Walnut Creek Seeds 

Registration:  This workshop is free of charge and open to the public. The first 50         

participants will receive a pre-paid soil test kit ($9 value) and a packet of cover 

crop seed mix. To register for this event contact Marybeth Willett at               

mwillett@portageswcd.org    

Newsletter Sponsors 
The SWCD has a number of spaces available for newsletter sponsors—please 

consider this opportunity to market your business! The newsletter is distributed to 

nearly 8,000  local households three times a year.  The cost of an annual SWCD 

newsletter sponsorship is only $150!    

Interested?  Please contact Marybeth at 330-297-7633 X 101. 

Calling all Portage County 5th Grade Teachers:   Each year the Portage SWCD 

sponsors the NACD Conservation Poster Contest.  This year’s theme is: “We All 

Need Trees”.  Participating schools receive education supplies for their classroom 

and all participating students receive a seedling and a certificate.  Prizes are also 

given to students creating the top five posters in the contest.  

Portage County Plat Books!!  

Available for $25.00 each. If you have any questions you call  330-297-7633 Ext 101 

Poster Contest  2016 
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20142016 Tree Sale Information 

The counties of Columbiana and Portage Tree Sale patrons include hunters, beekeepers, birders, nature enthusiasts, 
timber producers, and fruit and nut growers.  Since we know that conservation land management choices are not    
always black and white, we have once again sought the input of area experts to better meet the challenge. We have 
worked together to offer a list of plants that will meet a number of landowner needs without compromising the future 
integrity of our natural areas and resources. Please visit our website for a full list of Tree Descriptions along with site 
and cultural recommendations www.portageswcd.org 

Forestry:  Kathy Smith, The Ohio State University, Program Director, Forestry & Forester Jason VanHouten, ODNR        
Division of Forestry  

Each year Kathy Smith is the first expert we contact to review our tree sale list.  Everyone else  receives a list that has 
already been tweaked with Kathy’s edits. Kathy is committed to forest health and keeps us abreast of the emerging 
concerns in Ohio’s forests.   Jason VanHouten has also become a valued resource for our office and has assisted us with 
several community education workshops and has provided us with numerous consultations.  We greatly appreciate 
Kathy and Jason’s input. 

Our patrons are always asking for more fruiting plants.  New fruiting plants this year to our sale are Honeyberries and 
Gooseberries .  Both of these fruiting plants gave us pause.  Plant breeders, propagators, and garden centers can grow 
and sell plants known to be invasive.  For instance, you can go to just about any garden center and buy Honeysuckle, 
Burning Bush, Barberry and Callery or Bradford Pear.  Most landscapes contain one, if not all of these plants. The 
problem is, they are invasive and now all of these plants have been transported to our natural areas by wildlife, where 
they are wreaking havoc in our woodlots.  Since Honeyberries are in the genus Lonicera, (honeysuckles) we were 
concerned about them becoming invasive.  Kathy investigated this plant for us and at this point, it does not appear to 
be exhibiting invasive tendencies.  Honeyberries bear small, blue fruits described as having flavors that resemble 
blueberries and raspberries. The Jahn’s Prairie Gooseberries were selected from a rigorous stand growing in Alberta.  
Gooseberries were widely grown in gardens until it was identified that they are a host for White Pine Blister Rust.  Now 
that disease-resistant varieties are available, this plant deserves a space in our gardens once again.  The Honeyberries 
and the Gooseberries both come to us from Canadian plant breeding programs and should tolerate even our worst 
winters. We are also offering Elderberries and Chokeberries that have been selected for their fruit quality, size and 
taste.  The John’s and Adam’s Elderberries are both native selections producing nearly twice the annual yield as 
conservation grade plants.  The Chokeberries Aronia melanocarpa ‘Viking’  were part of a research project at The 
University of Wisconsin-Madison evaluating 13 potential uncommon fruits.  Aronia was chosen as the crop with the 
greatest potential for sustainability in commercial systems, beating out currants, gooseberries, and elderberries. Low 
input requirements, high adaptability, high pest resistance, high nutraceutical content, short time to first yield, ease of 
culture, and high machine harvest potential were given as reasons why Aronia is tops! However, most of the improved 
fruit selections we are  offering this year are only available as container-grown plants.  The cost point for containerized 
plants is much higher than that of bareroot seedlings.  We hope you will provide us with feedback about your 
experience with containerized plants so we can continue to provide quality material.   Additional fruiting plants being 
offered that would be of interest to wildlife advocates, back yard gardeners, and permaculture enthusiasts include 
Downy Serviceberry, American Plum, Pawpaw and Red Mulberry.  These plants all provide palatable fruits if you can 
beat the wildlife to them!  In addition to the fruits, the flowers provide high quality nectar and pollen for our native 
pollinators, honey bees, and other beneficial insects.  

Jason VanHouten offered us further insight regarding invasive plants and shared that many of our worst woodland   
invasive plant species, such as glossy buckthorn and bush honeysuckle, are big problems because they tolerate shaded 
woodland environments.  He advises removing these invasive plants, but for more lasting control it is best to replace 
them with shade tolerant native shrubs and trees.  Eastern Wahoo, Black Chokeberry (Aronia), Bottlebrush Buckeye, 
Witch Hazel, Spicebush, Pawpaw, & Canadian Hemlock  are all great options for replacing shade-tolerant invasive 
plants, plus they will add diversity to your woodland habitats.   

 

 

 

 

http://www.portageswcd.org
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20142016 Tree Sale Information  

Many of the native plants available in this year’s plant sale also provide great ornamental value.  The Eastern Wahoo 
produces very attractive orange-pink to red seed capsules that starkly contrast the bland colors of fall and winter.  
Black Chokeberry displays excellent autumn colors and produces berries that are a natural food source for birds.     
Bottlebrush Buckeye is a small shrub that shows off its attractive white flowers in the middle of summer and is more 
tolerant of leaf scorch than other buckeyes.  Witch Hazel produces capsules that are a natural food source for birds 
and shows yellow flowers in autumn that have uniquely twisted ribbon-like petals.  Spicebush’s twigs and leaves have 
a pleasing aroma plus host larvae of tiger and spicebush swallowtail butterflies!  And by planting Spicebush you will be 
supporting the Lake Erie Allegheny Partnership for Native Plants (L.E.A.P.) as this is their 2016 Woody Plant of the 
Year.  Pawpaw has tropical-looking foliage, hosts zebra swallowtail butterfly larva, and produces an edible mango- 
shaped fruit with hints of banana/papaya flavor.  Canadian Hemlocks can grow in deeply shaded environments 
providing a unique habitat of vertical evergreen structure in shaded woodland understories that other trees and 
shrubs do not provide.  

Beekeepers and Native Pollinators: Kim Flottum, author, and editor of Bee Culture magazine  

When considering planting for pollinators, Kim advises to think in three dimensions;  First:  How much ground do you 
have? For this step, consider ALL the land you have.  Converting grass lawns to pollinator forage is an easy way to   
expand the amount of space you have.  Second:  How long is the season? You can lengthen the foraging season for 
pollinators by adding plants that bloom at different times of the year - Maples and Red Buds flower early, Black  
Cherry and Tuliptree a bit later, Red Mulberry and Redosier Dogwood even later. Third:  How high can you go?  
Thinking vertically or looking at the landscape in layers is a guiding principal in permaculture design.  With ground  
covers and herbaceous annuals and perennials representing the first layer, you then move to the woody shrub layer 
with plants like Clethra,  Honeyberries and Gooseberries for low growers, American Plum and Downy Serviceberry  
for a bit taller, River Birch for the understory, and American Basswood for the canopy. A three dimensional strategy 
allows you to use more of your space for a longer period of time. Shrubs and trees also provide much more blossom 
per square foot than, say clover or goldenrods, since their square footage is also three dimensional. Bottom line:  
Plant more native trees and shrubs!  

Wildlife:  (Hunters, birders and naturalists) Naturalist:  Judy Semroc, Cleveland Museum of Natural History 
Winterberry is a great choice, especially for the late Fall & Winter color that the berries provide. In addition to the 
blazing red color, the birds relish the berries! Since the berries don't ripen until later in the season, the late migrants 
and winter resident bird species like robins, cedar waxwings, & mockingbirds all find the berries most delectable! It is 
our only native deciduous holly. Being a holly, these shrubs are dioecious so you need at least one male near the     
females in order to produce berries.  We sell our winterberries in packs of five, which is the number recommended as 
likely to include a male.   
We are also offering Allegheny Chinquapin for the first time this year.  Chinquapin chestnuts are palatable to humans 
as well as wildlife. These shrub chestnuts have a sweet flavor and were once preferred over the fruit of the American 
chestnut. This native plant bears fruit early (three years) and reaches a height of only 12 - 16 feet, making it an option 
for small spaces.   Allegheny Chinquapin is susceptible to chestnut blight, but even when infected, it’s reported that 
the plants still bear fruit.  Pruning and destroying any diseased stems is the recommended management strategy for 
chestnut blight.  Although Northern Red Oak is not a fast mast producer, once mature, it is prolific. One of our wildlife 
officers  collected 400 pounds of acorns from his 20” diameter red oak.  Even though red oak acorns may not be the 
first choice for deer, these acorns fill the late winter gap when other foods are not available – remaining viable on the 
ground much longer than most other acorns.  

Ohio Nut Growers - Bob Stehli, ONGA Member and owner of Wintergreen Tree Farm  
Bob continues to work with our office in an effort to increase membership in the Ohio Nut Growers Association.  
There is a  tremendous amount of orchard experience within this group for anyone interested in growing nuts       
commercially or in the home garden.  Included with the purchase of each ‘Mid-Season Chestnut’ packet is four hybrid 
chestnut seedlings and a one year membership to Ohio Nut Growers. 

Thanks to all of our experts for continuing to educate us so we can better serve  
our patrons as we work together to conserve our natural resources. 



2016 Spring Fish Sale  

Pick up is going to be at the Randolph Fairgrounds off State Route 44 in Randolph.   

Call 330-297-7633 x101 if you have any questions   
 

     Date:  Monday,  April 25, 2016   

     Time:  10:30 a.m. SHARP!!                

     Place:  Randolph Fairgrounds   
 

Simply complete the order form below and mail with payment  PRIOR to April 22, 2016.   

* Arrive promptly – or early if you have a large order,                                                              

the fish truck will only be there for a short time 

* Bring a covered container lined with a plastic bag and                                                           

recently filled with your own pond water 

* Please mark pick up date and the location on your calendar!  

 Deadline for fish sale orders is Friday, April 22, 2016.  

Spring Fish sale 

SPRING FISH SALE ORDER FORM 

Thursday, April 25, 2016  at 10:30 am SHARP!! 

Randolph Fairgrounds—4215 Fairgrounds Road, Randolph 44265 

Please fill out this form & send it with your check payable to                                                                 

Portage SWCD, 6970 State Route 88, Ravenna OH 44266  

 

Name____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City___________________________ State ______ Zip___________ Daytime Phone # _________________ 

            

Cell Phone # _________________________     Email ________________________________  

Order Deadline: Friday, April 22, 2016 

 

 

White Amur Carp @ $13.00 each     X ________  =  $___________  

Largemouth Bass (2-3”) @ $0.85 each        X ________  =  $___________ 

Bluegill (2-4”) @ $0.75each                          X ________  =  $___________ 

Yellow Perch (2-4”) @ $0.80each                 X ________  =  $___________ 

Channel Catfish (4-5”) @ $0.75 each           X ________  = $ ___________ 

Shellcrackers (2-4”) @ $0.85 each               X ________  = $ ___________ 

      

                                                                         TOTAL              $____________ 

 

**Office Use Only** 

Check #__________     

M.O#_____________  

Cash__________                                   

Certificate ____________       

SWCD Employee Initials  ________ 

Date_________   



2016 TREE ORDER FORM 
Preorder Deadline is Friday, April 8, 2016 

 

Name_____________________________________ 
 

Address___________________________________ 
 

City________________ State_____ Zip__________  
 

Email Address __________________ 
 

Daytime Phone_____________________  Cell Phone_________________________ 
 

___ Check here only if you are a new customer or an update to our mailing list. 

 

____ Check here if you are ordering Chestnuts 

Tree Pick-Up 

April 20, 21, 22, 2016 (Wednesday-Friday) 

9:00am – 6:00pm 

Portage SWCD, 6970 State Route 88, Ravenna OH 44266 
 

Ordering Information: 
Packets are reserved on a first come, first served basis – ORDER EARLY!! 

We order from nurseries in the fall, so we may “sell out” of popular species. 

~ 

Please enclose completed order form and check made payable to Portage SWCD. 

~ 

Please mark pick-up dates on your calendar. Reminders will not be sent out! 

~ 

Orders must be picked up April 20-22; otherwise refunds will not be guaranteed. 

~ 

Please note the number of trees per packet – packets cannot be split. 

~ 

Plants are bare-rooted and packed in a moisturizing gel. 

They should be planted as soon as possible after pick-up. 

~ 

A copy of our tree descriptions can be found on our web site www.portageswcd.org  

Mail order form & payment to: 

Portage SWCD, 6970 SR 88, Ravenna OH 44266 

Phone: 330-297-7633 x101  Fax: 330-296-5917  

**Office Use Only** 
 

Check #__________     M.O#______________  

 

Cash___________    Certificate ____________       
 

SWCD Employee Initials________________ 

 

Date_________  Receipt #_________________ 



Species   Age Size Packet Price # Packets Total 

Features             

Allegheny Chinquapin Castanea pumila BEN 2-0  10 - 18"  5 for $11     

Black Chokeberry “Viking” Aronia melanocarpa  BCEFNW 1-0 4" pot  2 for $12     

Bottlebrush Buckeye Aesculus parviflora  BCN 1-0  24 - 36"  1 for $14     

Downy Serviceberry Amelanchier arborea  BCEFN 1-0  18 - 24"  5 for $11     

Eastern Wahoo Euonymous atropurpureus  BCFN 2-0  12 - 18"  5 for $11     

Elderberry   (2 - 'John's, 1 - 'Adams') BEFNW 1-0 2.5-3" pots  3 for $17     

Gooseberries   'Jahn's Prairie' BCE 1-0 4" pot  3 for $13     

Honeyberries  'Indigo Treat, I. Gem, Czech 17' BCEF 1-0 4" pot  3 for $27     

Evergreens             

Canaan Fir Abies intermedii  G p+1  8 - 12"  5 for $9     

Canadian Hemlock Tsuga Canadensis  GN 2-1  8-16"  5 for $9     

Eastern Red Cedar Juniperus virginiana GNW 2-0  10 - 16"  5 for $8     

Eastern White Pine Pinus strobus GN 3-0  10 - 16"  10 for $9     

Norway Spruce Picea abies G 3-0  8 - 18"  10 for $9     

Western Arborvitae Thuja plicata G RC+1  7 - 14"  5 for $12     

White Spruce Picea glauca  GN 2-0  12 - 18"  10 for $9     

Deciduous             

American Basswood Tilia americana  BFN 1-0  12 - 18"  5 for $11     

Bald Cypress Taxodium distichum  CW 1-0   18 - 24"  5 for $9     

Black Cherry Prunus serotina  BN 1-0  12 - 18"  5 for $8     

Black Walnut Juglans nigra  BENW 1-0  12 - 18"  5 for $8     

Box Elder Acer negundo  ENW 1-0  12 - 18"  5 for $7     

Northern Red Oak Quercus rubra BCN 2-0  10 - 24"  5 for $8     

Paw Paw Asminia triloba BEN 2-0  18 - 24"  5 for $14     

River Birch Betula nigra  CNW 1-0  12 - 18"  5 for $8     

Shellbark Hickory Carya laciniosa  BEN 1-0  12 - 18"  5 for $8     

Tulip Poplar Liriodendron tulipifera  BFCN 1-0  18-24"  5 for $8     

Shingle Oak Quercus imbricaria  BCN 1-0  12 - 18"  5 for $8     

Sugar Maple Acer saccharum BCEN 1-0  20 - 40"  5 for $9     

White Oak Quercus alba  BCN 1-0  12 - 18"  5 for $8     

Shrubs             

American Witch Hazel Hamamelis virginiana  CFN 3-0  10 - 24"  5 for $8     

Gray Dogwood Cornus racemose  BCFN 3-0  20 - 40"  5 for $7     

Redosier Dogwood Cornus sericea BCFNW 1-0  12 - 18"  5 for $7     

Spicebush Lindera benzoin  BCFN 1-0  12 - 18"  5 for $7     

Summersweet 'Hummingbird' Clethra alnifolia  BCF 1-0 4" pot  2 for $12     

Winterberry Ilex verticillata BCFNW 1-0 12 - 18" 5 for $9     

Flowering & Fruiting Trees             

American Plum Prunus americana  BEFN  1-0  12 - 18"  5 for $7     

Eastern Redbud Cercis canadensis EFN 1-0  12 - 18"  5 for $8     

Red Mulberry Morus rubra  BEFN  1-0  12 - 18"  5 for $7     

White Flowering Dogwood Cornus florida BCFN 2-0  10 - 24"  5 for $8     

Other Items             

Mid-season Crop Chestnut  Ohio Nut Growers BEF 1-0  12 - 16"  4 for $25     

Bluebird Houses        1 for $10     

B–bird/wildlife value   C-fall color   E-edible   F-flowering   G-evergreen   N-native   W-tolerates wet soils 
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Please tell our sponsors that you saw them in our newsletter! 
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2016 AREA II ENVIROTHON 

Take the Envirothon Challenge in 2016!  
 

The 2016 Area II Envirothon will be held on Thursday, April 28, 2016 at Sippo Lake Exploration 
Gateway in Canton, Ohio.  
 

The Envirothon competition is designed to stimulate, reinforce and enhance interest in the         
environment and natural resources among high school students.  This competitive outdoor team 
event offers a unique and enjoyable learning experience.  All Portage County High Schools are 
invited to participate in the Area II Envirothon.  For more registration information, please contact 
Lynn Vogel — lvogel@portageswcd.org  
 

This event is hosted by the Stark Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD).  The 2016 Current 
Environmental Issue is ‘Invasive Species: A Challenge to the Environment, Economy and Society’ 

 


