
Fruit Only Plant Descriptions 2019 
 

American Persimmon – Diospyros virginiana - A native tree 25-40’ high, it is slender with and oval-rounded crown, often very symmetrical. 
The white fragrant flowers are very sweet and a favorite of honeybees. An edible persimmon fruit ripens with a deep orange color after 
several frosts. It is an excellent winter food source for wildlife and can be enjoyed by you. More than one tree is recommended for 
pollination to produce fruit. It thrives on almost any type of soil, but will not tolerate salt.   
Apple Trees – ‘Crimson Crisp’ – This semi-dwarf apple has a crimson red color, a very firm, crisp texture with a tart, complex flavor. The 
fruit matures in mid-season and will keep in cold storage for six months. Scab resistant. ‘Gold Rush’ – This semi-dwarf apple is best known 
for its ability to be kept in cold storage for approximately 10 or 11 months. Fruit is crisp and tart off the tree and develops its sugars in 
storage. It resists oxidation when cut and is great for making sauce and baking. Resistant to scab and mildew. 
Arctic Kiwi Vine – ‘Anna’ – This cold tolerant kiwi produces fruit similar in size to green seedless grapes. It’s sweet, oblong-shaped green 
fruit, ripens July through late September, and is high in vitamin C and potassium. ‘Meader’ – This male kiwi vine is used for pollinating with 
other varieties of kiwis such as the Anna variety, for it to produce fruit. 
Blackberries – ‘Chester Thornless’ - This variety is exceptionally cold-tolerant and is a great all-around blackberry. It is the most productive 
plant of its kind that you can grow in the upper Midwest. Chester produces large fruit that ripens in early to mid August. Fruit has good 
flavor and does not soften or lose its shiny black color in hot weather 
Blueberries - ‘Blue Crop’- This midseason variety has medium size fruit with high sugar content and a heavy yield. Height: 5' - 6'. ‘Draper’ 
bears large, sweet berries in an “all at once” harvest in mid-season. Thicker skin gives the fruit a great crisp texture and a resistance to 
splitting. ‘Toro’- A vigorous grower that produces a heavy crop of sweet, juicy, berries in the early mid-season. Toro is very tolerant to 
fluctuating winter temperatures, produces large berries and reaches a height of 5 to 6 feet. 
Bush Cherries - ‘Jan’ - A shrub form of cherry with large red fruits and reaching a height and width of 4’. Tart cherries are very sweet, great 
off the bush or in pies. Glossy green foliage gives the shrub a highly ornamental look. Fruits ripen mid August to early September. ‘Joel’ - 
Naturally dwarf cherry shrub, deep red fruit and glossy green foliage. Good for canning, baking, and fresh eating. Fruits ripen early and mid 
September, with a height and width of 4’. 
Elderberries – ‘John’s’ - This is a vigorous, fast-growing shrub reaching 10 feet tall, with large fruits. ‘Adams’ - This is a high yielding 
elderberry with very large fruits that can reach heights of 8 feet. Their bluish-black berries can be used for making jelly, preserves, pies and 
wine. The berries are also a great food source for wildlife. The arching form of elderberry & fragrant, white flowers provide additional 
landscape value. They prefer well drained sights with full sun for fruiting. 
Goji Berries – ‘Phoenix Tears’ - This multi-stemmed shrub grows to 5 to 6 feet tall and 5 feet wide. Train branches with a simple one-wire 

trellis to ease harvest and support the many pounds of ripened fruits produced. Small, light violet-colored flowers that produce  jellybean-

shaped fruit appear from late-spring to mid-summer on plant stems that are at least two years old. The cold- and drought-tolerant plants 

can be grown successfully in Zones 3-8.  

Gooseberries – ‘Jahn’s Prairie’ – is a reddish pink, cold hardy gooseberry that produces fruit from mid to late season. It has an upright 
growth habit with some sprawling branches, reaching a height of 5 feet. This cultivar has high yields and is of dessert quality. It is also 
resistant to mildew and gray mold, making it a trouble-free cultivar for any growing application.  
Hardy Fig – ‘Chicago’ – This productive, easy to grow fig bears delicious medium sized fruits. Fruit produced on the older wood will appear 
in early summer and fruit on the new growth will appear in early fall. The dark mahogany colored fruit ripens in July through the first frost. 
Self-pollinating.  
Haskap (Honeyberries) – ‘Tundra’ lives up to its name, as the plants have extreme tolerance to cold climate conditions. The plants grow 
vigorously to a mature height of 6.5 feet . The fruits have the excellent firmness, good flavor & are boast large fruit when compared to 
other haskap cultivars. Tundra is suitable to both home and market gardens. ‘Czech 17’ is an excellent pollinator for most honeyberries and 
is a good producer of firm fruits that are slightly less sweet than Tundra. 
Hazelnuts - ‘Sacajawea’ and ‘York’ (one each) are the cultivars recommended by John Kelsey from his WV hazelnut cultivar trials. Both have 
shown a strong resistance to Eastern Filbert Blight, are pollen compatible, and offer excellent nut quality & size. Each order includes a one- 
year membership to the Ohio Nut Growers Association & free registration to our March 23rd Hazelnut Workshop with John Kelsey at 
Portage SWCD.  
Lingon Berries - The Lingonberry is a close relative of the Cranberry and Blueberry. The plants yield hundreds of small bright red berries. 
Research demonstrates that the fruits have health benefits. The plants grow 6-12 inches tall and are stoloniferous, spreading outward 
several feet within 6 years, if not trained. The plants grow slowly and are not invasive, as they are native to northern areas of United States, 
Canada and Scandinavia. The plants will begin to produce fruit in the third season and begin to spread naturally. An abundance of small, 
open, bell-shaped flowers appear in the late summer; green fruits appear quickly, changing to deep red in September and October. 
Harvesting usually occurs when 100% of the fruits are red. The plants and fruits have many uses both as an evergreen ground cover and as 
a food crop. The lingonberry plants can be grown as a companion plant with lowbush and highbush blueberries in the landscaped garden. 
An edible fruit that has many culinary uses. Zones 3-7. ‘Regal’ and ‘Red Sunset’ are cultivars that can cross-pollinate. 
Pawpaw – Asimina triloba - Back by popular demand! This unique native shrub is easily recognized by its large, tropical-looking foliage, and 
prized for its delicious banana-like fruits that mature in late summer. It can reach 8-20 feet tall and up to 15 feet wide. Its long leaves turn 
gold to brown in the fall. Two plants are recommended for pollination. They grow best in slightly acid (pH 5.5-7.0), deep, fertile, and well-
drained soils. Good drainage is essential to success. They will grow in heavy soils but will not survive water-logged conditions. Yellow 
Raspberry – ‘Anne’ – This yellow colored raspberry has a unique sweet flavor with hints of apricot. The large, sweet, firm berries are great 
for freezing, for jams or for eating fresh. Its large berries begin to ripen late summer thru fall. This vigorous variety is cold hardy, heat 
tolerant and resistant to common fungal diseases. 


